Learn, Work, Play

UGA’s Washington Semester Program offers course credit,
internship experience and the chance to live in the Capital City

Casey Bruce

S[m]ling outside around the National
Mall, one might find themselves rocking
out to go-go music and secting sights on the
notable Washington Monument and rows of
hcamilh”_y blossomed cherry trees. Whether
it may be the National Archives, Arena Stage,
National Gallery of Art, or the Lincoln,
Jefferson and Franklin Memorials, the great
city of Washingron D.C. is home to some of
the nation’s most prominent structures, srriking
And

Washington D.C. is not surprisingly home to

muscums, and historical sites. now,
15 University of Georgia students who have the
opportunity to worl as interns in the nation’s
capital, while taking classes and enjoying the
bright lights of the city.

The  University's  Washington  Semester
Program, officially launched on  September
13, 2007 and began in January 2008, grants
students a unique internship ro earn up to 12
credit hours and work approximately 30 hours
per week ac an incernship site that provides
professional and lasting working skills and
experiences. The first six credit hours consist of
a course taught by a University professor and
a seminar featuring guest lecturers from the
University and those around the D.C. area; the
second six credic hours may be earned through
the applied internship or a research study chat is
directed by the student’s academic department.
The program also explores a student’s academic
interests and tries to place students ar an
internship most enjoyable to their nature. An
internship site may consist of congressional
Program participant Arthur Tripp looks
out at the Washington Monument from
the Lincoln Memorial, where MLK Jr.
gave his 'l have a dream” speech. (Photo
courtesy of Casey Bruce.)

offices, government agencies, law  firms,

nonprofit organizations, private corporations
group,

cooperation or institute that advocates and

and think tanks, a arganization,
raises awareness about a particular rtopic
and is commonly thought of as a nonprofit
organization. Each internship site is run by a
senator, representative or an agency; potential
congressmen an intern may work for include
Offices of Senator Saxby Chambliss, Sen.
Byron Dorgan, Sen. Jonny Isakson, and Sen.
Mark Pryor, Offices of Representative John
Barrow, Rep. Paul Broun, Rep. Hank Johnson,
Rep. Jack Kingston, Rep. John Linder, Rep.
Tom Price, and Rep. David Scott. Agencies a
potential intern could work for also include

Intern-NMNH,

Global Development, Center for International

Arctic Studies Center for
Trade and Security, and Quinn Gillespie &
Associates LLI

Regardless of all of the hard work and
determination it takes to successfully complete
a program as rigorous as this, Arthur Tripp, Jr,
a third year political science and international
affairs major from Lawrenceville, Ga. said, “The
connection to the [other] students, numerous
opportunities, and chance to nerwork with
the policy makers is what is most enjoyable
about the program. Not to mention the great
cit.” Tripp, who works in a congressional
office internship under Rep. David Scotr of
the Thirteenth District of Georgia, said, he is
having the best time of his life.

“My job usually consists of staff meerings,
hriclings, press meetings, preparing constituent
lecters and answering phones,” Tripp added.

[t seems like a long day, but according tw
‘Iripp, time flies by quickly and you realize it is
time to go home or back to the Congressional
(housing provided for the students) before you
know it.

Along with working 30 hours per week, Tripp






